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EDITORIAL
Cooperation is a word that is used a lot 

in the meetings and forums I attend, 

however, it underpins everything 

we do at ESSA. One of our great 

achievements has been to move from 

words to action by getting different 

stakeholders onboard, show them 

how we operate, find synergies to 

work together and dispel some of the 

myths that have pervaded the industry in the past.

In September we held our annual traders’ working group 

at the Olympic Committee’s offices in Lausanne, where 

the IOC’s Chief Ethics & Compliance Officer presented 

to 20 senior traders. The International Cricket Council’s 

Anti-Corruption Unit also presented during that meeting 

outlining how cricket is dealing with the integrity threat 

and how they are preparing for the World Cup in England 

next year.

I recently attended a high-level meeting of the Council of 

Europe in Strasbourg, where we discussed several points 

on behalf of the sports betting industry and outlined the 

challenges we face. We have come a long way as an industry 

but I think we’ve demonstrated over the last five years the 

value that ESSA brings to the integrity debate. Indeed the 

Council of Europe asked us to deliver a report on sports 

betting integrity issues on behalf of the regulated private 

betting industry, which can be found on our website.

Earlier this year the Supreme Court in the USA found the 

Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act (PASPA), 

the federal law that limited sports betting to four states 

for the last 25 years, as unconstitutional. As a result it has 

given individual states the opportunity to now to legalize 

and regulate sports betting. One of the biggest concerns 

of the market opening up in the US is integrity. The 

New Jersey Regulator (DGE) has made it a requirement 

that any operator obtaining a licence for their market is 

required to be part of an integrity monitoring system. 

This is something which we have supported and we are 

pleased to announce that the Sports Wagering Integrity 

Monitoring Association (SWIMA) led by George Rover will 

take on the baton for monitoring the US market. ESSA has 

assisted SWIMA to facilitate an operational rollout and it is 

expected that we will continue to work closely with them to 

combat sports betting related corruption on a global basis. 

 Khalid Ali 

Secretary General



Many people have asked me what the 
most important thing I have learnt in my 
time as a professional handball player; 
and I always reply  that it’s team spirit. 

It’s possibly the most important element 
when it comes to winning a game.  But 
this ethos is just as important in everyday 
life, from raising a family to working 
for an international organisation. As a 

Member of the European Parliament and on the Board of 
EP’s Intergroup on Sport, working together to find solutions 
and common positions is essential to how we operate. 

Over the last few years the EP Intergroup achieved much in 
advancing the discussion and debate on key sporting issues, 
by bringing to the table a diverse group of stakeholders to 
exchange ideas and best practices.

One of the key themes we have explored is good governance 
in sport. Although sports have upped their game, there 
is still room for improvement. In particular the issue of 
integrity in sport has been under the spotlight, from doping 
to match fixing, sport has been under attack and we all have 
a duty to protect it. 

The EP Intergroup on Sport has approached this issue by 
organising a number of events to examine what more can be 
done to preserve integrity of sport.

This is also the spirit of the Council of Europe Convention 
against the manipulation of sports competitions which 
recognizes the role of cooperation and exchange of 
information between sports organizations, regulators, 
sports betting operators and law enforcement authorities 
as the solution to the fight against match-fixing.

As rapporteur of the consent to the Council of Europe 
Convention I regret the current blockage of the negotiations 
at Council level and I hope that a solution to its ratification by 
EU and EU member States can be found soon, for the benefit 
of the whole sport and the key stakeholders involved. This is 
becoming urgent now as it is expected that the Convention 
should enter into force quite soon. From my side, we have 
tried to find solutions and compromises, notably during the 
European Parliament event in June.

Once more I think that team spirit is key here, we need to be 
united in order to win the battle against the manipulation of 
sport. Match-fixing is cancer that can only be treated with 
all the key stakeholders working together to win this battle. 
In that regard, I support the revised “Macolin Roadmap” and 
the support for it at the international conference organised 
by the Council of Europe at the end of September, and I 
encourage key actors in sports organisations and athletes 
to join that collective effort.

Bogdan Wenta 
Member of the European Parliament

INVOKING TEAM SPIRIT TO FIGHT AGAINST MATCH-FIXING



ESSA INTEGRITY FIGURES FOR Q3 2018

There were 72 alerts relating to suspicious betting activity 

reported to the relevant authorities for further investigation by 

ESSA during the third quarter (Q3) of 2018. The Q3 cases involved 

5 sports with: 50 cases in tennis, 13 cases in football, 4 in eSports, 

3 in basketball and 2 in table tennis.

A betting pattern is deemed unusual or suspicious when it 

involves unexpected activity with atypical bet sizes or volumes that 

continue, even after significant price corrections have been made 

in order to deter such activity in the market. A betting pattern 

is only confirmed as suspicious after ESSA has made detailed 

enquiries with all of its members to eliminate any prospect that 

the unusual patterns could be for legitimate reasons, such as 

pricing the market incorrectly.

ESSA continues to play a key role as the regulated betting sector’s 

representative body at national and international matchfixing 

policy forums and holds positions on important working groups 

at the European Commission, Council of Europe and the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC). It represents many of 

How the ESSA system works

The ESSA alert system primarily works on the input provided 
by its members, notably alerts created by members relating to 
suspicious transactions detected by their own internal control 
systems. If such an alert is issued, which occurs through 
ESSA’s alert platform, members are required to respond quickly 
confirming whether or not similar trends have been seen 
elsewhere in their markets. Where evidence emerges that there 
may be potentially fraudulent activity taking place, e.g. because 
several members have confirmed an irregular betting pattern, 
ESSA will:

1.  report that information under the applicable Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to the relevant sports governing body 
and/or regulatory authority; and

2.  advise the member(s) concerned to make a report to their 
own national regulatory authority in line with their associated 
licensing conditions.

ESSA ALERTS: LAST 12 MONTHS

the world’s biggest regulated sports betting operators, serving 

over 40 million consumers in the EU alone, and is continually 

reassessing and improving its alert and reporting systems.

 



SUSPICIOUS ALERTS IN Q3 2018 - TOTAL: 72
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