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EDITORIAL
The past year has proved to be one of 
our most challenging and yet productive 
to date. During 2017, the association’s 
monitoring and alert platform reported 
266 alerts to the relevant sporting and/or 
regulatory authorities for investigation. 
Tennis (160) and football (45) continued 
to constitute the majority of our annual 
alerts. There was, however, a significant 
rise in alerts covering other sports.  

We have responded by ensuring that our information sharing 
coverage is capable of reacting to this new trend and any 
related challenges to both our members’ businesses and 
our partners around the world. That has seen a number of 
new information sharing agreements put in place, including 
a ground-breaking arrangement with the Australian state 
of Victoria Police. 

The effectiveness of the association’s alert system and 
partnership working continues to be publicly recognised by 
key stakeholders. Our approach, bolstered by an expanding 
membership, is underpinned by detailed transactional 
and market data and is widely renown as a robust and 
verifiable source of intelligence that is so vital for advancing 
investigative actions. 

To complement this, during 2017 we announced that the 
association is to engage in three new anti-match-fixing 
projects funded by the European Commission. It will see 
ESSA involved in a total of four anti-match-fixing projects 
simultaneously during 2018 and is part of our on-going 
policy to participate in and promote integrity efforts on 
behalf of our members.

Indeed, regulators and policymakers are increasingly 
and actively assessing the integrity procedures of betting 
operators as part of their wider licensing processes and 
the identification of responsible companies. The potential 
adverse impact on operators’ business platforms and their 
related betting markets from match-fixing remain, as does 
the threat of flawed betting product restrictions.

ESSA has employed an evidence-based approach to 
demonstrating the deficiencies of any product restriction 
policies. Match-fixing is primarily a product of corrupt 
sportspeople and criminal elements seeking to defraud 
operators. It is also widely held that corruptors often 
seek to utilise unregulated operators and they would be 
unaffected by any regulated product restrictions.

There is, nevertheless, a growing focus on betting and 
integrity issues in existing and potential new markets. ESSA 
has reflected this in its responses to policy consultations 
and in its wider engagement. The latter saw ESSA host a 
betting integrity conference at Lords Cricket Ground and 
participate in the US sports betting conference, supporting 
the challenge against the federal restriction on betting. 

The coming year is set to be another important period for 
the betting sector and integrity will again be high on the 
agenda. ESSA will continue to promote the adoption of 
proportionate and effective integrity policies and market 
regulations. We invite all operators committed to defending 
betting markets, sports and consumers from corruption to 
consider joining us in promoting those actions.  

Khalid Ali
Secretary General



266 SUSPICIOUS ALERTS IN 2017
Tennis

Football

Volleyball

Table Tennis

Basketball

Handball

Snooker

Badminton

Boxing

Ice Hockey

eSports

Azerbaijan (1) - China (1) - Hong Kong (1) 
Israel (1) - Japan (1) - Kazakhstan (2)  
Kuwait (1) - Pakistan (2) - Qatar (2) 

Thailand (2) - Turkey (17) - Uzbekistan (2)

Austria (1) - Bosnia & Herzegovina (1) - Bulgaria (2) - Croatia (1) 
Czech Republic (4) - Estonia (2) - France (13) - Greece (2) - Italy (12) - Macedonia (2)  

Netherlands (1) - Slovenia (1) - Spain (11) - Sweden (2) - Romania (1) - Russia (2)  
UK (1) - Ukraine (1) 

Dominican Republic (3)  
Mexico (5) - USA (6) 

Argentina (4) - Bolivia (4) - Brazil (1) 
Chile (3) - Colombia (4) - Ecuador (1) 

Paraguay (1) - Peru (5)  

Australia (2)

ASIA - 50 EUROPE - 144

NORTH AMERICA - 17

SOUTH AMERICA - 24 

OCEANIA - 3 

Egypt (11) - Morocco (2)  
Nigeria (3) - Senegal (1) 

South Africa (1) - Tunisia (9) 
Zimbabwe (1) 

AFRICA - 28

Austria (1) - Albania (1) - Bulgaria (2) - Czech Republic (1) - Cyprus (1)  
Greece (6) - Italy (1) - Lithuania (1) - Moldova (2) - Portugal (3) - Serbia (5) 

Spain (2) - Romania (5) - Russia (2) - UK (4) - Ukraine (3)

Denmark (1) - Germany (1)
Netherlands (2) - UK (1) - Ukraine (1)

Albania (1) - Croatia (1) - Czech Republic (2) 
Greece (1) - Italy (1) - Serbia (1) - Russia (3)

Albania (1) - Serbia (1) - Russia (1) Austria (1) - Belgium (4) - Bulgaria (1) 
Germany (5) - Slovakia (4)

Greece (2) - Hungary (1) 
Norway (1) - Slovenia (1)

Venezuela (1)

Australia (1)

Canada (1) 
El Salvador (1)

USA (1) 

China (1) - India (1) China (1)

Georgia (1)
Philippines (8)

Thailand (1)

Kyrgyzstan (1)
Uzbekistan (1)

South Korea (1) Turkey (1) 

Poland (1) - Russia (1) UK (3)
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TOTAL SUSPICIOUS ALERTS PER SPORT IN 2017
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ESSA and its members reported 114 alerts to the relevant sporting and/or regulatory 
authorities for investigation in the fourth quarter (Q4) of 2017. That brought the 
annual total to 266 alerts. Tennis (160) and football (45) constituted 77% of all 
suspicious alerts during the year. Alerts covering other sports grew significantly, 
most notably table tennis, basketball and volleyball, representing 23% of all alerts 
in 2017. The number of different sports on which suspicious betting was identified 
also grew, reaching 11 in 2017 (up from 6 in 2015 and 8 in 2016). 

Geographically, Europe continues to lead the location of sporting events on which 
alerts have been generated, totalling 144 (54%) alerts in 2017, with Asia continuing 
to fill second spot with 50 alerts (19%). Each country’s respective continental 
locations have been determined using UN classifications (except Cyprus, placed 
under Europe, instead of Asia, as it is part of the European Union). The three-year 
period 2015-17 has seen ESSA report 496 alerts across 13 different sports. 

2017 total alerts divided by quarter
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Khalid Ali
Secretary General

https://twitter.com/ESSA_Betting

ka@eu-ssa.org • www.eu-ssa.org

OUR MEMBERS


