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EDITORIAL
In 2018, ESSA’s monitoring and alert 
platform reported 267 alerts to the relevant 
sporting and/or regulatory authorities for 
investigation. As has been the trend since 
we started publishing our reports, tennis 
(178) and football (52) constituted the 
majority of our annual alerts. Tennis has 
been under the spotlight for a number of 
years now and there is no getting away from 
the fact that on average more than 65% of 
ESSA’s alerts have been on that sport. 

It has been readily apparent that tennis faces a number of 
betting-related integrity challenges. These were recently 
addressed in a report by the Independent Review Panel following 
a near three-year examination of the issue. Of the 12 integrity 
recommendations proposed by the Panel, the discontinuation 
of data used by operators for in-play markets stands out from a 
betting perspective. 

The initial proposal was to remove all official data for both ITF 
$15k and $25k events, covering over 65,000 tennis matches. 
However, we raised a number of evidence-based arguments 
during the review process highlighting that the discontinuation 
of this data would likely cause more integrity problems than it 
solved. In particular, an increase in the supply of unofficial data 
and the subsequent lack of any oversight on related betting 
markets.

As a result, the Panel reversed part of its initial recommendation 
and instead proposed that official ITF in-play data for $25k 
matches be retained. We have welcomed this important move; 
addressing the issue with practical and proportionate evidence-
based actions is critical to the success of any integrity policy. We 
are now seeking to engage with the sport on the future of official 
in-play data for $15k matches, and also to assist the smooth 
implementation of the Panel’s other integrity proposals, which 
we have generally supported. 

Indeed, information supplied by ESSA and its members to 
the Tennis Integrity Unit has played a significant role in the 
investigation, prosecution and sanctioning of around half of the 
players convicted of match-fixing during 2018. Among these, 
two received lifetime bans from the sport. We welcome such 
tough punishments. 

Last year also saw the US sports betting market open up after 
the Supreme Court found the Professional and Amateur Sports 
Protection Act (PASPA) unconstitutional. This allowed individual 
states the opportunity to legalise and regulate sports betting. 
One of the biggest concerns of the betting market opening up in 
the US is integrity; as a result, we assisted the establishment of 
the Sports Wagering Integrity Monitoring Association (SWIMA), 
our American equivalent, with whom we will work closely to 
combat sports betting related corruption on a global basis. 

The US market opening saw the New Jersey regulator set 
out a requirement that its licensed betting operators report 
suspicious betting to an integrity monitoring platform. Likewise, 
the draft Dutch online gambling legislation, being debated as 
I write, also requires licensees to be part of an international 
integrity body, specifically mentioning ESSA. Other regulators 
have moved to place an increasing focus on integrity in their 
licensing processes. The direction of travel is clearly towards 
betting operators being part of an international integrity body 
as part of its licensing conditions, which ESSA and its members 
fully support. 

The coming year will see some significant changes to ESSA 
in terms of our operation and scope of activities, which are 
designed to ensure that we are ready to face future challenges 
that will impact consumers, sports and our betting operator 
members. 

  Khalid Ali

Secretary General



TOTAL SUSPICIOUS ALERTS PER SPORT IN 2018

Total alerts:

178
Total alerts:

52

Suspicious alerts in Q4 2018

ESSA and its members reported 83 alerts to the relevant sporting and/or regulatory authorities 
for investigation in the fourth quarter (Q4) of 2018. That brought the annual total to 267 alerts in 
2018, which is consistent with the previous year (266 cases in 2017). Tennis (178) and football (52) 
constituted 86% of all suspicious alerts reported by the association during the year, up from 77% 
in 2017 and trending back towards the high of 92% of all alerts recorded in both 2015 and 2016. 

As a result, alerts covering other sports fell from a high of 61 cases (23%) in 2017 to 37 cases (14%) 
in 2018. That is still higher than the figures recorded in 2015 and 2016 (8 and 11 cases), representing 
8% of overall alerts in those years. It should also be noted that the number of different sports on 
which alerts were report by ESSA increased from 11 in 2017 to 13 in 2018. The four-year period 2015-
18 has now seen the association report 763 alerts across 15 different sports. 

Geographically, Europe maintained its position as the primary location of sporting events on which 
alerts have been generated, totalling 148 (55%) in 2018, up from 144 (54%) in 2017. Asia continued 
to fill second spot with 48 alerts (18%) during the year, down from 50 (19%) cases in 2017. Each 
country’s respective continental locations have been determined using UN classifications (except 
Cyprus, placed under Europe, instead of Asia, as it is part of the European Union).

2018 total alerts divided by quarter
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267 SUSPICIOUS ALERTS IN 2018
Tennis

Football

Volleyball

Table Tennis

Basketball

Horse Racing

Beach Volleyball

Bowls

Badminton

Boxing

Ice Hockey

eSports**

Handball

Bahrain (1) - Georgia (1) - India (1)
Israel (1) - Japan (1) - Kazakhstan (4) 
Kuwait (2)- Oman (1) - Pakistan (3)  
Qatar (5) - Thailand (1) - Turkey (10) 

Uzbekistan (3) - UAE (1)

Belgium (3) - Bosnia & Herzegovina (1) - Bulgaria (2) - Czech Republic (8) 
Estonia (1) - Finland (2) - France (7) - Germany (4) - Greece (4) - Italy (17)  

 Montenegro (1) - Netherlands  (2) - Poland (1) - Portugal (2) - Serbia (5) - Spain (10)  
Sweden (5) - Romania (2) - Russia (5) - UK (3) - Ukraine (4)

Dominican Republic (3) - Mexico (5) 
Panama (1) - USA (3)

Argentina (4) - Bolivia (2) - Brazil (3) 
Chile (1) - Ecuador (3) - Guadalupe (1) 

Peru (1) - Uruguay (2)

ASIA - 48 EUROPE - 148

NORTH AMERICA - 15

SOUTH AMERICA - 23 

Cameroon (1) - Egypt (12) 
Morocco (2) - Nigeria (3) 

South Africa (1) - Tunisia (6)

AFRICA - 26

Albania (1) - Bulgaria (3) - Croatia (1) - Czech Republic (2) - Estonia (1)  
Greece (3) - Ireland (1) - Macedonia (3) - Norway (1) - Serbia (1) - Slovakia (1) 

Spain (7) - Romania (2) - Russia (2) - UK (1) - Ukraine (5)

Estonia (1) 

Netherlands  (1) - Slovenia (2) 

Sweden (1) Belarus (1) - Bulgaria (1)
Croatia (2) - Portugal (2) 

Belarus (1) - Bulgaria (1) 
Germany (2)  Hungary (1) - Poland (1)  

Spain (1) - Switzerland (1) 

Bolivia (1) - Brazil (3) - Peru (1)

Peru (1)

Tunisia (1)

Canada (3) 

India (1) 
Indonesia (3) 

Turkey (2) 
Uzbekistan (3)

Thailand (1) China (1) 
Kazakhstan (1)  

Russia (1) 
Ukraine (1) 

UK (1)

15

23

26

148

48

Turkey (1)

UK (1) UK (1) 

The seven eSports alerts haven’t been allocated a country as it’s not always clear where an event has been hosted.
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