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EDITORIAL
In an age of sweeping change across 
the global entertainment industry, 
with the normality of binge-watching 
and instantaneous product availability, 
the drama of season-long sporting 
competitions and the spontaneity of live 
sporting events is quickly attaining a unique 
status. But that is exactly its appeal to 
consumers and it is crucial that we retain 
this spectacle unimpeded from corrupting 
outside influence, otherwise it becomes no 

different from any other predetermined content.

As an industry, responsible regulated betting operators have put 
in place a number of internal measures to ensure the integrity of 
sporting competitions. Many of those operators also determined 
to work together to tackle the issue of match-fixing by creating my 
own association ESSA to monitor for suspicious betting patterns. 
The association has since expanded its role and approach, most 
notably engaging in player education programmes which have 
reached out to over 15,000 athletes making them aware of 
the do’s and don’ts of sports betting and how best to deal with 
approaches from potential match-fixers. 

In 2018 we have gone a step further by seconding  our betting 
integrity officer to the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
to help them monitor the Winter Olympics in PyeongChang. 
It proved to be a resounding success and we would like to use 
this approach to work hand-in-hand with other sporting bodies 
during their high profile events and to continue to expand on the 
important partnership working between key stakeholders. 

I am therefore very pleased to report that we now have an 
information sharing agreement with UEFA. Aleksander Ceferin, 
UEFA President, has made the fight against match-fixing a major 
priority and it has developed, and financed, a number of initiatives 

designed to protect the integrity of the European game; you can 
learn more about this from their article in this edition of our 
quarterly report, and I thank them for their valuable contribution. 

In the first quarter of 2018 we also signed important information 
sharing agreements with the Rugby Football Union (RFU), the 
International Cricket Council, the State of Victoria Police and 
the Portuguese Gambling Regulator to add to our growing list 
of partners. As you will see from this quarter’s report, ESSA 
reported 50 suspicious betting alerts to the relevant authorities 
for investigation in Q1, following a total of 266 alerts during 2017. 
These information sharing  agreements are crucial actions in the 
global fight against match-fixing.  

To complement this, last year we announced that we had been 
selected as a partner for three new EU funded anti-match-fixing 
projects and these have all kicked-off this year. They provide 
for a range of mitigating actions including the development of 
a red button application for mobile phones to report corruption, 
an examination of reporting systems and the reasons and 
motivations of those who fix sporting competitions.    

ESSA also continues to engage with policymakers, having 
supplied detailed responses to the gambling regulation 
framework consultations in Greece and Portugal. That outreach 
has seen significant ESSA activity in the US as well as state 
legislatures, regulators and national sports bodies debate the 
possible ramifications of the Supreme Court’s decision on the 
New Jersey challenge to the federal ban on betting. As I write, 
the long-awaited report into betting corruption in tennis has just 
been published and we will be assessing its recommendations.    

Khalid Ali
Secretary General



UEFA has a duty to protect the integrity of 
European football. Match-fixing jeopardises 
football’s integrity, and UEFA is at the vanguard 
of the fight against this phenomenon. 

Integrity programmes

UEFA has developed and finances a number of initiatives to 
protect the integrity of European football.  In 2009, UEFA decided 
that addressing the challenges from match-fixing would become 
one of its key priorities and has since set up a full-time integrity 
unit. In 2017, the UEFA president established the ‘protecting the 
game’ division to tackle issues such as match-fixing, doping, 
racism, financial fair play and the protection of minors. 

European football’s governing body is therefore committed to 
protecting the essence of football in a four-pillar approach: 
education, legal framework, monitoring and investigation, and 
sanctions.

UEFA has set up a robust catalogue of education programmes 
for players and officials of all ages. This ensures that the 
fundamental concepts of fair play and integrity are applied at 
all levels of UEFA competitions.

At its 2014 Congress, UEFA passed a resolution entitled 
“European football united for the integrity of the game”, 
which set out key actions at national level, including a multi-
stakeholder code of conduct, harmonised disciplinary 
regulations, a confidential platform to report corruption and 
match-fixing, and included a complementary document with a 
checklist to help national associations implement them.

UEFA has enacted severe disciplinary regulations to combat 
match-fixing, which include exclusion from UEFA competitions 
for clubs found guilty of domestic match-fixing.

Currently, we use a dedicated monitoring system for Europe’s 
30,000 domestic football matches and all 2,800 UEFA 
competition matches, as well as having our own intelligence 

and investigative capabilities to advance cases through robust 
investigations and sanctions.

UEFA and its 55 member associations have created a strong 
network of integrity officers – one per member association 
– who are in charge of handling domestic cases as well as 
running education and prevention campaigns at national level.

Stakeholder engagement

In 2014, UEFA set up a permanent working group to analyse 
and tackle match-fixing across Europe involving members of 
various national law enforcement bodies, as well as Europol, 
leading politicians and experts who have in the past contributed 
to the fight against match-fixing and who are playing an 
important role in this field.

For UEFA, close cooperation is essential between public 
authorities and sports bodies, involving the exchange of 
information, good practices and lessons learned. We therefore 
continue to work with stakeholders on a needs-based 
assessment of areas to provide tailored support, training, and 
relationship and capacity building.

UEFA works diligently alongside relevant committed partners 
to protect football and preserve its essential values. For 
example, we signed an information-sharing agreement with 
ESSA to reaffirm our joint commitment to extensive partnership 
development and stakeholder engagement with ESSA and its 
25 members, as well as highlighting the importance UEFA 
places on exchanging information between trusted partners, 
including ESSA. 

For more information on UEFA’s integrity programmes, please 
visit UEFA’s site dedicated to protecting the game or contact us 
at Integrity@uefa.ch.

Nicholas Raudenski,  
UEFA integrity officer

PROTECTING, PROMOTING, AND DEVELOPING EUROPEAN FOOTBALL – TACKLING MATCH-FIXING HEAD-ON



ESSA INTEGRITY FIGURES FOR Q1 2018

There were 50 alerts relating to suspicious betting activity 

reported to the relevant authorities for further investigation by 

ESSA during the first quarter (Q1) of 2018. The Q1 cases involved 

9 sports with: 27 cases in tennis, 11 cases in football, four in table 

tennis, two each in badminton and volleyball, and one each in 

basketball, beach volleyball, ice hockey and eSports. 

A betting pattern is deemed unusual or suspicious when it 

involves unexpected activity with atypical bet sizes or volumes that 

continue, even after significant price corrections have been made 

in order to deter such activity in the market. A betting pattern 

is only confirmed as suspicious after ESSA has made detailed 

enquiries with all of its members to eliminate any prospect that 

the unusual patterns could be for legitimate reasons, such as 

pricing the market incorrectly.

ESSA continues to play a key role as the regulated betting 

sector’s representative body at national and international match-

fixing policy forums and holds positions on important working 

groups at the European Commission, Council of Europe and the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC). It represents many of 

the world’s biggest regulated sports betting operators, serving 

over 40 million consumers in the EU alone, and is continually 

reassessing and improving its alert and reporting systems.

How the ESSA system works

The ESSA alert system primarily works on the input provided 
by its members, notably alerts created by members relating to 
suspicious transactions detected by their own internal control 
systems. If such an alert is issued, which occurs through 
ESSA’s alert platform, members are required to respond quickly 
confirming whether or not similar trends have been seen 
elsewhere in their markets. Where evidence emerges that there 
may be potentially fraudulent activity taking place, e.g. because 
several members have confirmed an irregular betting pattern, 
ESSA will:

1.  report that information under the applicable Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to the relevant sports governing body 
and/or regulatory authority; and

2.  advise the member(s) concerned to make a report to their 
own national regulatory authority in line with their associated 
licensing conditions.

ESSA ALERTS: 12 MONTHS

ESSA’s members work together using risk assessment and 

security protocols to identify suspicious betting patterns and have 

access to an unrivalled body of data which it provides to sporting 

bodies and regulatory authorities. That includes essential 

transactional data on who is betting on what, where and when. 

Every year, our members invest over €50m in compliance and 

internal security systems to combat fraud, as well as funding 

other initiatives such as player education programmes.
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