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76 suspicious  alerts reported in Q3 2020

Countries have been grouped in line with the official UN geographical classification, except for Cyprus which has been listed under Europe. 
* 14 eSports alerts reported. eSports alerts haven’t been allocated a country as it’s not always clear where an event has been hosted. 
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A total of 76 suspicious alerts on seven different sports and spanning 23 different 
countries were reported to the relevant authorities for further investigation in Q3 
2020. This figure may be revised in future depending on the outcome of any 
ongoing investigations. 

Of the 25 tennis alerts, 19 matches were provided to the Tennis Integrity Unit (TIU) 
as intelligence reports as they do not relate to events sanctioned by the main tennis 
tours. However, some players engaged in those events may fall within the scope of 
that body’s Tennis Anti-Corruption Program (TACP). 

Football saw 25 alerts, a significant increase compared to the four alerts in Q2 
however the previous quarter was severely impacted by the sporting shutdown 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Europe, with 34 alerts, made up almost half of the total reported, followed by Asia 
with 15 alerts. 

The Q3 total is 31% higher than the 58 cases in Q2 2020 and 52% higher than the 
50 alerts reported in Q3 2019.

In May of this year, IBIA informed the Darts Regulation Authority (DRA) of suspicious 
betting patterns on three matches involving two specific darts players. 

The DRA launched an investigation, working closely with IBIA members and other 
stakeholders, and found that there was sufficient evidence to refer those players to 
the DRA Disciplinary Committee for formal hearings for possible breaches of the 
sport’s integrity rules. The two players were also suspended from participating in any 
DRA sanctioned events. Both players have since publicly admitted their guilt.

The DRA Disciplinary Committee has recently released its findings on the cases and 
decided that:

•  All three of the charges against McKinstry are proven and the Committee will 
reconvene at a later date to decide on an appropriate sanction.

•  The sanction for Wessel Nijman is suspended until February 2023 provided he 
engages in a player education programme and pays £2,455.74 towards the DRA’s 
costs.

This is another example of how collaboration between key stakeholders is an 
essential component of the investigation and prosecution of match-fixing cases and 
that sports and responsible regulated betting operators have a shared goal, namely 
to ensure sporting events and related betting markets are free from manipulation.
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I IN FOCUS: cooperation is at the heart of 
the fight against match-fixing
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United States Regulated Sports Betting Gross Win by Channel (US$bn)

Updated numbers from leading global gambling market data and intelligence company 
H2 Gambling Capital show that the estimated value of the regulated US sports betting 
market was around $1 billion in gross win in 2019 and is forecast to reach almost  
$10 billion by 2030. This means that the market is forecast to grow by almost 900% 
in gross win over the next 10 years as more US states regulate betting. However, in 
the short term, the negative impact of COVID 19 will reduce growth, especially for the  
land-based sector. The US sports betting market is expected to see year-on-year 
growth of 52.5% from 2019 to 2020, and from 2020 to 2021 growth of 77% is expected. 
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